
  

The following statements were made by Representative Michael McCaul in support of
the amendments to the International Health Regulations that were proposed by the
Biden administration.

“The amendments were originally developed under the Trump Administration.”

“If adopted, it would allow the WHO… to declare a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC) without the agreement of the member state in question where the outbreak
is occurring.”

“The WHO can declare a PHEIC and share information with other states without the approval
of the state in which the incident is happening.”

Representative McCaul seems to support authoritarian rule. Perhaps he wants that rule to
apply only to China, but he seems to be unaware that the same dictatorial control could be
used against the United States and all other member nations.

---

The following false information was provided by Representative Michael McCaul:

“If the emergency committee does not come to their conclusion to declare a PHEIC
unanimously, nonconsenting members of the committee are required to create their own
report which will be included within the final report, providing for inclusion of all opinions of
the health incident in question.”

The actual wording in Article 49 of the proposed amendments is below:

3 bis. If the Emergency Committee is not unanimous in its findings, any member shall be
entitled to express his or her dissenting professional views in an individual or group report,
which shall state the reasons why a divergent opinion is held and shall form part of the
Emergency Committee’s report.

“Required” is not the same as “shall be entitled.”

---

The following false information was provided by Representative Michael McCaul:

“at least one member must be from the state in question.”

The actual wording in Article 48 of the proposed amendments is below: 

“Members of the Emergency Committee should include be an at least one expert nominated
by a the State Party within whose territory the event arises.

“Should” is not the same as “must.”
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